INTRODUCTION
The presentation of the Pacifie Islands Regional Oeean Poliey at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in ]ohannesburg marked the eulmination of yet another milestone aehievement in regional eooperation in the Pacifie Islands. The formulation of the regional oeean poliey began with arequest from the 1999 Forum Leaders that a regional oeean policy be produeed. This Poliey is to be the basis for the harmonisation of national and regional aetions in relation to oeeanie and eoastal resources in the Pacific Islands. The Policy will also offer the platform for the formulation of a Pacific Islands Regional Ocean Strategie Action Plan that will prescribe the sustainable use of the ocean and its resources. The Pacific Island countries were urged to become parties to international treaties and conventions such as the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).!
The responsibility of producing the regional ocean policy was given to the Council ofRegional Organisations in the Pacific (CROP). CROP consists of regional organisations in the Pacific Island countries. This is a feature of the Pacific Islands region where individual countries are members of a number of regional technieal or policy institutions. CROP outlined how the policy will be developed and implemented and designated its Marine Sector Working Group (MSWG), whieh consists of CROP organisations that have a marine focus, to do the drafting. The members of the MSWG include the Forum Secretariat, the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC), the South Pacific Forum Fisheries Agency (FF A), the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP), and the University of the South Pacific (USP).2
Between 2001 and early 2002, the MSWG drafted the Pacific Islands Regional Ocean Policy. The process was coordinated by the Forum Secretariat, and began with a concept paper prepared by a consultant, followed by a detailed framework document prepared by the Forum Secretariat in collaboration with the USP and the SPC. The drafting took place during aseries of dedieated meetings, as weIl as in the margins of other regional meetings. The MSWG gave freely of their time and, in the spirit of regionalisation, worked towards consensus in the text of the final draft. The drafting process involved extensive research, analysis, and review of all pertinent regional and global initiatives, as weIl as several ocean poliey models, such as those of Australia and Canada.
Drafting an ocean policy for the 23 Pacific Island countries and territories was a difficult task, given that most are newly independent with large Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) and that there are many opportunities that now present themselves under the purview ofUNCLOS, to whieh many are signatory.3 In addition, the high seas present a special regional responsi-
